
   WEEKLY LETTER FROM THE CHAPLAINCY 

Sunday August 9th 2020 – Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

 

 

WELCOME to the latest weekly letter on this Ninth Sunday after 

Trinity, as the Church continues its journey through ‘Ordinary Time’. 

In our Gospel Reading for this Sunday, we turn to a miracle story that 

has been interpreted in many different ways over the centuries – the 

story of Jesus (and Peter) walking on the water. How would you 

interpret this story? What does it tell us about Jesus and about 

ourselves? As ever, you are warmly 

invited to tune in to our Zoom 

broadcast via computer or tablet, or 

join in using your home phone, or 

come to the Epilogue, as we seek to 

make sense of this ancient story for 

today.  

 

Don’t forget to keep in touch if there is any way in which I can help 

you – chaplain@scilly.church / 423911.  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Our Parish Morning Service via Zoom on Sunday at 11.00 

a.m.  As for every Sunday, the code is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/477892334?pwd=aWVpWXVidksralpVZ

m1yUjN6VDg0dz09.  You will be able to join from 10.30 a.m. and 

chat to others before we start properly at 11.00 a.m.  

It is also possible to join our Zoom service by telephone, and I have 

sent details of how to do that to some of our regular worshippers 

across the islands. If you would like details of how to do this, or know 

someone who would, please let me know. If you have a telephone 

contract that covers national calls to 01 and 02 numbers, this service 

will be free. 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

You can find the Sunday readings and prayers on one of the other 

attachments or enclosures that I have sent to you. In our Zoom 

service and Epilogue we will be considering the story of Jesus walking 

on the water from Matthew 14.22-33. We also continue our reading 

through St. Paul’s great letter to the Romans and his long treatment 

of the place of the Jewish people in God’s great plan of salvation., 

this week reaching Romans 10.5-15. For the Old Testament reading 

from 1 Kings 19.9-18 we have the well-loved story of Elijah and his 

meeting with God in a ‘still small voice’ – newly translated as ‘a 

sound of sheer silence’. With all these reached to choose from, you 

may be surprised that I’ve gone for the psalm, but Psalm 85.8-13 

contains some of my favourite verse in the whole of Scripture: 

‘Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have 

kissed each other.’ So often we see mercy and truth as competing 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/477892334?pwd=aWVpWXVidksralpVZm1yUjN6VDg0dz09
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principles, both qualities that belong 

to God, but qualities that pull us in 

two different directions – one that 

insists on getting to the bottom of a 

situation whatever the cost and 

expecting the due reward or 

punishment to be paid, the other ready to forgive, whatever the 

result or the consequences. So too with righteousness (justice) and 

peace. We often hear it said that there can be no peace without 

justice, for while people feel that they are subject to unjust 

treatment it is hard for them to live in peace with one another or 

even with themselves. Yet being at peace with one another may 

enable us more easily to face the demands of justice, as we build 

upon our peaceful and positive relationships with one another. In 

God’s salvation, declares the Psalmist, these contradictions are 

resolved, held in tension and paradox by the God who is both justice 

and peace, both mercy and truth. The paradox is expressed in the 

language of human love and relationship, as the competing 

principles are said to ‘meet’ each other and even to ‘kiss’ each other, 

presumably without social distancing! Although this is an Old 

Testament insight, Christians cannot read these words  without 

thinking of the life and person of Jesus, the one who is ‘the Truth’ 

and also the ‘Prince of Peace’, and in whom God’s justice and mercy 

meet and are reconciled for ever. 

THINKING IT THROUGH 

I’m attaching/including my sermon from last Sunday for those who 

may want to read it. It is based on the story of the Feeding of the 

Five Thousand and explores the way in 

which this traditional miracle story 

continues to develop the themes of Jesus’ 

parables, inviting us to see the world 

through our response to human hunger and need. 



WORSHIP – REMINDER AND UPDATE 

In addition to our Zoom service on Sunday mornings, we are holding 

an Epilogue service in the Parish Church on Sundays at 8.15 p.m. (as 

Old Town Church has very little space for social distancing). This 

features much of the same content as the morning service in the 

morning, so if you Zoom in the morning and come to Church in the 

evening, just a warning that you may find the sermon familiar! 

A reminder that it is now mandatory to wear face 

coverings in Church, and everyone who is not 

specifically exempted from the need to wear one will 

be expected to do so. We are also requesting that 

those attending services in Church should leave 

contact details to assist the government’s Test and 

Trace initiative. Even if you are a regular, we 

ask you to do this each time to come to 

worship, as the information needs to be date 

specific. 

 

A PRAYER DURING THE PRESENT PANDEMIC  
 

Keep us, good Lord,  

under the shadow of your mercy  

in this time of uncertainty and distress.  

Sustain and support  

the anxious and fearful,  

and lift up all who are brought low;  

that we may rejoice in your comfort  

knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Please be assured of my love and prayers.    

Perran                                                     423911/chaplain@scilly.church 
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