
   WEEKLY LETTER FROM THE CHAPLAINCY 

Sunday May 24th 2020 – 7th Sunday of Easter 

 

WELCOME to the latest weekly letter as 

we continue our journey through 

Eastertide together, celebrating the 

Easter message of death being 

swallowed up in life, a message that 

our hurting world desperately needs to 

hear. On Thursday we celebrated the 

good news of the Ascension and Jesus’ 

promise to be with us in a new way, as 

he prepares to send the Spirit upon us 

on the Day of Pentecost (next Sunday). 

In the meantime he prays for us and for 

all his disciples, ‘that we may be one.’ 

During the current pandemic we are discovering new ways to be one 

in Christ, and, while we miss our Church buildings, we are learning 

valuable lessons about what it means to be Christian disciples. 

Don’t forget to keep in touch if there is any way in which I can help 

you – chaplain@scilly.church / 423911.  

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP 

As on every Sunday, the Church is providing online worship resources 

at national, diocesan and local level. You can access the National 

Service from 9.00 a.m. each Sunday on www.churchofengland.org  

You can worship with Bishop Philip and Ruth via the diocesan 

website (www.trurodiocese.org.uk) from 8.00 a.m. on Sunday 

morning, or join them for an informal live service on Facebook Live at 

9.30 a.m. 
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Last, but certainly not least (!), don’t forget that our Parish 

Morning Service will be taking place via Zoom on Sunday at 

11.00 a.m.  As for every Sunday, the code is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/477892334?pwd=aWVpWXVidksralpVZ

m1yUjN6VDg0dz09.   Just click on this on a phone or tablet, or 

ctrl+click on a desktop or laptop, and you should be there.  You will 

be able to join from 10.30 a.m. and chat to others before we start 

properly at 11.00 a.m. The problems we encountered last week with 

Zoom have now been sorted out, so all should be well! Please note 

that there are times during the service when I am unable to admit 

you, so it would be helpful if you could join us by 10.55 a.m. if 

possible. If you need to join later, you may need to wait for a few 

minutes until there is a suitable moment for me to admit you. Do 

feel free to invite your friends or family to join us, wherever they are. 

 

THY KINGDOM COME 

Every year the Church keeps the nine 

days between Ascension Day and 

Pentecost as days of preparation for the 

sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. In recent years this has 

developed into the prayer initiative ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. As Jesus 

invited his disciples to wait and pray for the Holy Spirit, so we’re 

invited to wait on God for the empowerment we need to live more 

fully and to invite others to share the journey of faith with us. You 

can find many resources to help at 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/thy-

kingdom-come but I am enclosing/attaching one particular resource 

that gives us a nine day sequence of prayer that begins on Friday 

22nd May and ends on Saturday 30th May. You may find the included 

pictures particularly helpful as aids to prayer. 
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THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

You can find the Sunday readings and prayers on one of the other 

attachments or enclosures that I have sent to you. It includes part of 

the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus from John 17 which you may like to 

read through slowly and prayerfully. As with so much of the Fourth 

Gospel, the writer is sharing the fruits of a long period of reflection 

upon the significance of Jesus, and his words repay frequent and 

prayerful study. 

During these times of uncertainty and sorrow you may also like to 

focus upon the extract from 1 Peter 4 - 5. In this passage we read: 

‘Rejoice in so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you 

may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.’ These 

are words of promise for troubling times, culminating in the ultimate 

promise that ‘the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen and establish 

you.’ 

 

THINKING IT THROUGH 

As usual I’m attaching/enclosing two thought 

provoking articles reflecting on the current crisis. 

Tom Christmas is Founder and National Co-

ordinator of ‘Just Love’, an organisation that 

works with Christian 

students in universities, inspiring and releasing 

them to pursue social justice. Josh Richards is 

Chair of Trustees of ‘The Good Faith Foundation’ 

a new charity seeking to combat social exclusion 

by bringing people together.  I’m also 

attaching/including my sermon from last 

Sunday on Jesus’ command to us to love one 

another, for those who may want to read it.  



A FORM OF PRAYER DURING THE PRESENT PANDEMIC  
 

Let us pray to God, 

who alone makes us dwell in safety: 

For all who are affected by coronavirus, 

through illness or isolation or anxiety, 

that they may find relief and recovery: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For those who are guiding our nation at this time, 

and shaping national policies, 

that they may make wise decisions: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, 

that through their skill and insights 

many will be restored to health: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For the vulnerable and the fearful, 

for the gravely ill and the dying, 

that they may know your comfort and peace: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

May the Lord bless us, 

and preserve us from all evil 

and keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

Please be assured of my love and prayers.    

Perran                                                     423911/chaplain@scilly.church 
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